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ARCHAEOLOGY IN GREECE, 1889—90.

AFTER the remarkable harvest of the last few seasons, some lull in the activity of
explorers and the startling succession of new discoveries was to be expected. So
far as the number and variety of results is concerned, it must be acknowledged
that this season cannot compare with its predecessors; but a year which has
yielded two so splendid acquisitions as the gold cups of Baphion, and the statues by
Damophon from Lycosura cannot be said to yield to any in interest. Such
discoveries as these are enough to show that we have as yet no reason to believe
that the treasures buried in Greek soil are approaching exhaustion; the complete
clearing of one site, such as the Acropolis of Athens, only frees energy that can
as easily find an outlet elsewhere.

As was to be expected from last year's report, there is but little new to record
from the Acropolis. The loose blocks, drums of columns, &c, have been reduced
to an order that goes far to destroy the picturesque appearance of the mass of
ruins. It is difficult to say what advantage can be gained by arranging every-
thing in straight rows, but protests have proved useless. The tower of the
minaret and the later casing of the west door of the Parthenon still remain
difficulties having arisen to prevent their projected removal. Few discoveries have
resulted from this arrangement of the various blocks lying about. Some inscrip-
tions will be found duly recorded by Dr. Lolling in the Deltion; and the lower
portion of the well known colossal owl has been discovered and pieced on : the
bird is now almost complete. Along the north side of the Parthenon, and at a
short distance from it, has been found a row of five holes cut in the solid rock.
Their position seems to show that they are later than the construction of the
Parthenon; and if so it is hard to see any cause for their being made until
mediseval times : similar holes elsewhere, e.g. at Paphos, were certainly not ancient,
and were probably cut in comparatively recent times to serve as receptacles for
grain or water.

Inside the north chamber of the Propylaea, commonly known as the
' Pinacotheca,' the soil has been explored down to the rock, and some portions
of the cornice of an early building, apparently circular,1 have been found built into
its foundations. The ground has also been turned over down to the rock on both
sides of the piece of ' Pelasgic ' wall inside the ' Beule' gate, but without very
important results. The work of demolishing all later walls and houses round the
entrance of the Acropolis has also been completed, and the sculptures from the
Asclepiaeum, formerly stored in one of these, have been removed to one of the still

1 This statement, as well as many others I express my obligation throughout, without quot-
take from the official Af\?iov. To it I wish to ing it in every instance.
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closed rooms of the National Museum. The projected restoration of the south
wing of the Propylaea has not been attempted; but at the two corners of the
Propylaea facing the great staircase it has been discovered that there once stood
the statues of horsemen which were seen and described by Pausanias, who doubted
whether they were the sons of Xenophon or not. Portions of the inscribed bases
and pedestals of these statues have been found, and it has been possible to restore
the pedestal at the south corner, at the angle between the great staircase and the
little steps leading down from the platform of the temple of Wingless Victory.
The inscription is of sufficient interest to be quoted at length :—

Oi linnjs airb rS>v iroXt/j.(iav, linrap^ovv-

T(ov AaKtSai/iovtov, I3,evo<f>u>vroi, UpovairoV

AVKIOS hroirjcrev 'HjXcvOfpevs Mvpo>vos.

It is inscribed on the two opposite sides of the best preserved pedestal; the
lettering is almost identical, but there are slight variations; and each reads a
different way up. Both also are inconsistent in their characters, which appear to
be an imitation or copy of an inscription of the middle of the fifth century. Dr.
Lolling has given in the AeXnop an exhaustive discussion of all these difficulties.
It is at least clear that the original dedication and inscription must have been
earlier than the building of the Propylaea ; and that two restorations must have
taken place, one probably when the Propylaea were built, and one later. In
Roman times a yet farther vicissitude awaited this statue of a horseman ; an
inscription on the same pedestal in honour of Gennanicus seems to show that it
was adapted as a monument of his Olympian chariot victory in A.D. 17. Pausanias'
story about the sons of Xenophon may perhaps result from a misunderstanding
of a hurried note of the names in the inscription. The occurrence of the name
Lycius as artist is of importance both for his chronology and that of his father
Myron.

Before passing from Athens to the rest of Greece, I must record the progress
made in the arrangement of museums and in the protection of the ancient sites.
The Acropolis can now be studied with the help of Mr. Kawerau's plan,1 which
gives provisionally, and on a small scale, the results of the excavations which he
has superintended. The large museum on the Acropolis has been definitely
arranged for the present; and though much still remains to be done with the
fragments of statues, buildings, and vases, future changes will probably only affect
matters of detail. Small popular guides to the Acropolis and the Museum have
been officially published; but a scientific catalogue is still anxiously awaited. A
great change for the better has been effected in the region of the Dipylon gate
and the ancient cemetery near it, where several of the most beautiful grave-reliefs
still remain in situ. The whole space containing these antiquities has been
surrounded by an iron railing, and they are thus protected properly and made
accessible to study. The bank of earth containing formerly the main gas-pipe has
also been removed, and thus the most confusing topography is made a little easier
to follow.

The National Museum is now the chief centre of activity in Athens. As

This had not yet appeared when Mr. May last year, though it was published before
Schultz prepared his plan for this Journal in Mr. Schultz's appeared.
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some confusion seems to exist as to its name, last year's statement may be here
repeated. I t was formerly known as the Central (KevrpiKov) Museum, being thus
opposed to the local collections (eVapxicuca). The name Central sometimes survives,
but has no longer an official existence, having been superseded by the title National
(iOviKov) Museum. Now that the Acropolis Museum is for the present reduced
to order, Mr. Kabbadias and Mr. Stais are energetically re-arranging the National
Museum, which is now almost out of the hands of the builders. Not only is the
complete quadrangle and its central bar completed, but smaller corridors have been
erected at the sides of all the older galleries: thus ample room is gained for the
ever increasing acquisitions of the Museum. It is hardly worth while to record
differences of arrangement, especially as the present order may not be the final
one. But a word of protest may be raised against making the undoubtedly
authentic Scopaic heads from Tegea yield the place of honour in the fourth century
room to the very doubtful ' Eubuleus ' head from Eleusis. Surely few who have
seen the Hermes of Praxiteles at Olympia can accept the theory that attributes
this to the same hand ; yet apart from such a theory the head has no right to its
place. The most important of the acquisitions of the National Museum last year
consist of all the principal bronzes from Olympia, including the famous boxer's
head and the archaic Zeus. The reason given for this change is that the damp
climate of Olympia was affecting the preservation of the bronzes ; but all will be
glad to hear that, for whatever reason, they are now more accessible to students.
Two rooms of terra-cottas and bronzes have been arranged, and are accessible by
special permission, though not yet thrown open to the public. The fine collection
of terra-cottas from Tanagra and elsewhere has been increased by the acquisition
of a collection from Asia Minor, which affords a very interesting contrast. Among
the vases the most conspicuous are those from Eretria found last year. The
lecythi with Homeric scenes are especially interesting. One represents Circe;
another Odysseus and the Sirens. The last is most interesting from its resemblance
both in drawing and technique to the Cyrenaic vases, and seems to afford another
link connecting the Attic white-slip vases with those of Cyrene and Naukratis.
Two lecythi with the inscription Ai</>iAos KOAOS may help in fixing the date of this
class of vases, which must of course follow the red-figured vases to an earlier
period than that formerly assigned to it. Another interesting acquisition is a
small marble disc, with a seated man painted on it and the inscription, nvfj/xa. TOS'
Alvea o-o<f>ias larpov dpia-rov. As Mr. Dragatsis has suggested, this is probably a
portrait of Aeneas, the uncle of the great Hippocrates of Cos, and himself also a
distinguished physician. I t may have served as a sign or ornament in a doctor's
or chemist's shop, much in the same way as the bust of Hippocrates is still used
by chemists. In any case it is of great importance as a painted portrait of the
fifth century; the preservation is tolerable, though of course the colours are much
faded.

In Attica, outside Athens, some early tombs have been opened. Trials were
made first at Belanideza, near Spata, on the site where the stelae of Aristion and
Lyseas were once found; and then at the large tumulus near Bourba. This last
proves to be a mass of tombs of various periods. In the earliest there are traces
of the burning of the corpse in the grave itself, numerous fragments of the wood
remaining; an air-shaft seems, to have been constructed to facilitate this process.
Over the tombs was erected a structure like a sarcophagus of unbaked brick. It
is stated that fragments of ' Mycenae ' pottery were found in a tomb of a higher
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level than this and consequently later. An account of this discovery by Mr. Stais,
with plans by Mr. Kawerau, is promised.

Undoubtedly the greatest pre-historic discovery since those of Dr. Schliemann
at Mycenae is the tomb excavated by Mr. Tsountas at Baphion, near Sparta. I t
is unnecessary to dwell upon this in detail, since Mr. Tsountas has already
published a description of the tomb and its contents, together with excellent
drawings of all the articles discovered, in the 'E^/iepis 'ApxaioXoyucq for 1889.
Especial attention may be called to the fact that it seems to have been an
undisturbed tomb of the bee-hive type, now generally recognised as belonging to
the later period of the ' Mycenae ' civilisation; and that the discoveries are such
as to confirm this view. In the tomb itself distinct traces of the use of lime-
mortar are said to have been found. The gold cups with the bulls and men speak
for themselves. Artistically they are far beyond anything previously discovered
of this kind; but they still remain a complete puzzle, and no affinity to any known
art can be seen in them. The collection of ' island-gems' is a splendid one, giving finer
or clearer examples of the most interesting types; and the axe with two holes in its
blade may well resemble those through which Odysseus shot his arrow.1 This is the
first example discovered upon Greek soil, though similar ones have been found
before in Syria.2 But a glance at plates 7—10 of the 'E^/tcpts will do more
than pages of description to show the nature and importance of Mr. Tsountas'
discovery. The excavations were made at the expense of the Greek Archaeological
Society.

The most important discoveries at Lycosura are due to the suggestion of
Mr. Cabbadias, who in July 1889 advised excavations there with a view to
discovering the temple of Despoena and other remains of the ancient town; the
work was in charge of Mr. Leonardos. Fragments of colossal statues which were
discovered belong beyond a doubt to the group made by Damophon of Messene,
and described by Pausanias; and thus we have another original work by a sculptor
of the fourth century. The fragments recovered have been brought to Athens,
and some of them are already exhibited in the National Museum. It seems
doubtful whether they will suffice for a complete re-construction of the group, but
three of the four heads survive. The four figures were Demeter and Despoena
seated, and Artemis and Anytus standing behind them; the missing head seems
to be that of Demeter, for one larger and two smaller heads remain, one of the
latter being that of a bearded man, the other two of youthful female type. They
all show a very distinct individuality of style. The most peculiar feature is the
mouth, which has very full lips and is at the same time compressed sideways into
a very narrow space, thus giving a peculiar expression. The hair also, especially
in the male head, has the rough and matted character which belongs usually to
post-Lysippean works. But until the publication of adequate reproductions of
these heads, which we may hope for shortly from Mr. Cabbadias, it is not of much
use to discuss their style ; all that can be here indicated is their importance. In
them and also in the drapery we may also see indications of the practice of another
technique than that proper to marble; and this is probably to be attributed to
Damophon's preference for acrolithic statues, which were, as has been well
pointed out by Overbeck and others, the cheaper substitute of his day for the

1 See Dr. "Warre's suggestion in this Journal, 2 So Mi-. Greville Chester informs me.
1884, p. 213.
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great chryselephantine works of the fifth century. Thus in two of the heads the
eyes were inserted in some other material; and the drapery has upon it most
elaborate designs in low relief which are, at least in one case, spread over the
whole surface of the garment. These remind us much more of the designs on the
golden drapery of the Olympian Zeus than of marble work ; they represent various
forms of men, women, and beasts, and especially of monsters.

Other excavations have been undertaken by the Greek Government in the
island of Aegidia or Anticythera, half-way between Cythera and Crete. Here Mr.
Stais discovered the basis of a statue and also a temple belonging to Apollo
Aegileus; he also discovered Greek fortifications and other remains. At Sparta
Mr. Castromenos has excavated the Menelaion, and also reports that a mosaic has
been found with portraits of Sappho and Alcibiades, and other subjects identified
by inscriptions.

For the Greek Archaeological Society Mr. Philios has made excavations in the
neighbourhood of Megara, and has especially investigated the topography of the
road along the Scironian rocks. Among other things he thinks he has discovered
the temenos of Zeus Aphesios.

The French School has continued its operations at Thespiae, where various
trials have been made near the ancient town as well as in. the Valley of the Muses,
near the temples and theatre I referred to last year. At Tegea also some topo-
graphical investigations have been made, and parts of the ancient wall of the town
have been discovered, as well as a few inscriptions. The same school has also now
begun excavations at Episcopi near Damala on the site of the ancient town of
Troezen, and has worked in conjunction with Mr. Carapanos on the site of the
ancient town at Corfu.

The German School has not been able to undertake much excavation this year,
as Dr. Dorpfield has been employed in helping with the excavations of the German
Institute at Rome in Southern Italy, and also in working with Dr. Schliemann in
the Troad.

The American School has continued its excavations at Flataea, Dr. Waldstein
and all the students of the School sharing in the work. They have made a plan of
the district, with the especial view of elucidating the account of the battle of
Plataea, and have discovered another portion of the Edict of Diocletian, in Greek
this time; last year they found a portion of the preamble in Latin. The excava-
tions do not seem to have identified with certainty any of the temples or other
buildings of the ancient town.

This year the British School also has taken its share in the work of excavation
in Greece. In Cyprus Mr. Munro and Mr. Tubbs have been excavating at
Salamis for the Cyprus Exploration Fund; but the members of the School in
Greece have also been able to undertake work upon a large scale at Megalopolis.
A full report of this work will appear elsewhere. Excavations were first begun
on the north side of the river Helisson, on the site of the ancient agora, and a
great part of a long stoa along its north side (stoa Philippeios ?) was discovered,
as well as some foundations near the river to the south-east, before work was
interrupted by difficulties as to compensation for the crops. The excavations were
then transferred to the theatre; and it was found that the stage was in very fair
preservation, and had not, like so many, been tampered with in Roman times.
The lowest rows of seats are also perfect, and contain inscriptions. The stage is
different from others, such as that at Epidaurus, and is of especial interest since its
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foundations, with doors, seem to be at a higher level than we find in other cases,
and to have steps in front leading down towards the orchestra. It is pre-
mature to say more of this at present, but the theatre can hardly fail, when cleared,
to be among the most important yet investigated in Greece. At the back of the
stage is a square portico, and two altars have been found in the neighbourhood ;
one of them is of considerable size (36 ft. X 6 ft. 3) and is ornamented with triglyphs ;
it may be the altar of Heracles or of Ares mentioned by Fausanias. A tumulus on
the north of the river, and to the east of the town has been opened ; it is probably
that described by Pausanias as the tomb of Aristodemus. It was full of tombs of
various periods, mostly late; some gold ornaments were found in a cylindrical
marble urn ; but they are not of early date. The work is under the supervision
of Mr. Loring, Mr. Richards, and Mr. Woodhouse, with Mr. Castromenos as
Government Ephor.

In Byzantine matters not much has been done by the Government. Daphne
remains as it was last year, but that the scaffolding has been removed from the
dome. Meanwhile another Italian artist is expected. St. Luke also remains in
its deplorable condition. The Greek Society of Christian Archaeology has done
something in Athens, and its collection of antiquities has now been opened.
Excavations have also been made in the church of St. Andreas under the direction of
Mr. Lambakis. Mr. Schultz and Mr. Barnsley have made good progress with
their drawings of the Byzantine churches of Greece, and intend also to proceed to
Mt. Athos during the summer, where similar work is much needed.

E. A. G.

P.S.—The controversy as to the statue on the Acropolis associated by Dr.
Studniczka with the basis inscribed with the name of Antenor has already attained
considerable dimensions ; but its importance is very great, not only because of the
particular statue concerned, but also as affecting the very principles of archaeo-
logical evidence. The last contribution is that of Dr. Heberdey, in the Mittheil-
ungen of the German Institute at Athens for 1890. I am glad to have been able
to discuss the question before the statue itself with Dr. Wolters, Dr. Heberdey,
and others, and so to appreciate and understand their view of the matter. I t is
fair to Dr. Heberdey to add that his paper, being dated March 1890, must have
been written before this discussion took place, though it has only just appeared.

It will be best to repeat first, as briefly as possible, the arguments already
adduced. Dr. Studniczka, supported also by Dr. "Wolters, gave the following
grounds for the connexion of statue and base; correspondence in (1) size, (2) shape,
(3) depth of plinth, (4) size of clamp-hole, (5) position of clamp-hole.

To this I answered in this Journal (1889. p. 278) that 1, 3, and 4 were of very
little weight as evidence; that 2 could not be pressed, as the plinth was broken
away on all sides, and so its original shape was only a matter of inference ; and
that 5, the only apparently valid argument, was erroneous in point of fact, for it
is impossible to mount the statue on the basis so that the two clamp-holes corre-
spond in position.

Dr. Heberdey acknowledges the accuracy of my statement and measurements
as to point 5 ; and so Dr. Studniczka's main argument at once collapses ; this was
also acknowledged by Dr. Wolters and all others present at the discussion of the
question. I did not however state that the connexion of statue and basis was
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impossible, as I might have done, supposing the holes to be made for the insertion
of an iron clamp to hold the basis to a statue and the statue to a basis ; but merely
asserted that trustworthy evidence for the connexion was entirely lacking.

Dr. Heberdey next propounds a theory that the two holes have no connexion
whatever with one another; the lower one is, he says, merely a channel, enlarged
at the top, for pouring down lead to fix securely the top of the basis to the pillar
on which it rests : as to the upper hole, in the plinth of the statue, he suggests
that the large cavity above the hole in the basis was filled with lead, that a pro-
jecting pin was let into this lead, and that on to this pin the statue was lowered,
the hole in its plinth serving to guide the workmen in this process. I do not wish
here to discuss the probability of the latter part of this theory ; it does not appear
convincing, and the nearest analogy Dr. Heberdey can quote is the pegs in the
centre of the drums of the Parthenon columns, which do not seem very similar in
purpose. But I would point out that Dr. Heberdey completely rejects any attempt
to connect the holes in plinth and basis, and calls any argument based on such a
connexion worthless. Thus, he says, my chief argument disappears; he should
rather have said that Studniczka's chief argument disappears, and so my refutation
of it is superfluous.

Returning to the evidence for the connexion of statue and basis, Dr. Heberdey
can only assert that according to his theory it is not impossible to bring the hole
in the plinth above the wide cavity over the smaller hole in the basis; thus it is
not impossible that the two may belong, but as much may be said of any statue
and basis about the same size.

Arguments 4 and 5 have therefore entirely disappeared; 1 and 3 are, as I
before pointed out, quite worthless as evidence. Nothing is left then but 2, the
correspondence in shape between the socket in the basis and the outline of the plinth ;
how much this evidence is worth may be seen by a glance at Dr. Heberdey's illustra-
tion (p. 127 art. cit.). The outline of the plinth is preserved only in a very small
portion; and nowhere does it either approach the edge or follow the curve of the
socket in the basis, while in all other connected plinths and sockets the fit is exact.
But one question will decide the matter. Can any one assert that, apart from
argument 5 (as to position of clamp-holes), Dr. Studniczka's theory would ever have
met with general acceptance 1 I doubt whether, without this argument,- he would
ever have thought the theory worthy of publication ; but certainly neither he nor
others would have thought of making it a foundation for long and important dis-
cussions of Attic art. Now this, the only valid argument, has entirely disappeared,
as is acknowledged by all who have investigated the matter. Yet instead of at
once relegating the theory based upon it to the numerous class of probable but
unproved hypotheses, useless as a basis for scientific work, attempts* are made to
retain the theory after the evidence upon which it is based has been rejected, and
to prop it up by other arguments or theories which would never have sufficed to
gain it acceptance in the first instance. I t is not too much to say that such a
practice is subversive of all scientific work in archaeology; and the importance of
the results in this case is so great that a really strong protest is necessary. When
so valuable and interesting a paper as that of Dr. Graf in the same number of the
Mittheilungen x takes its start from an unproved hypothesis . like this, the loss to

1 Dr. Grafs paper was written, I believe, before my first disproof of Studniczka's theory.
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archaeology is too great to be passed over. I t is therefore to be hoped that archae-
ologists will not continue to accept a theory after they have rejected the evidence on
which it is based; and that they will, without any preconceived notion, begin anew
the weighing of the evidence for the connexion of the statue with the basis of
Antenor. All that is now left of that evidence cannot, I think, suffice to convince
any unprejudiced judge of more than a possibility, or at most a probability, of this
connexion. And on a mere probability, in so important a matter, no farther argu-
ments or theories ought to be founded.

E. A. G.




